
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, October 1, 2014 

Regular Meeting 
 

Minutes 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Town Hall Council Chambers, 
75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael Fasulo, Vice Chairman David Kanute, Commissioners Bryan Meccariello 
and Peter Romano; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay and Assistant Superintendent of Parks 
Michael Manware. 
Excused:  Commissioner Michael DeFeo. 
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Meccariello, to accept the Minutes of 
the September 4, 2014 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried. 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:  
1. Art Cyr, 103 Berlin Avenue.  Mr. Cyr had a comment regarding the item on open space.  The open  
space on Flanders Road has a nice parking lot but most of the other open space areas have no place for 
people to park so that they can enjoy the area.  Also, they are not well marked for ease of finding them.  
He specifically mentioned Marion Avenue south of the post office and East Street.  People need to have 
access to these areas.  Mr. Cyr said the town did a great job on the train depot; it has a nice parking lot.  
The parking areas don’t have to be paved; gravel is fine. 
 
Mr. Cyr commented on the tobacco use in the parks.  He noted that Recreation Park has a town road that 
goes through it.  If someone is smoking on a town road, you can’t regulate it. 
 
Mr. Cyr also stated that the lights at the dog park have been on around 9:30-10:00 p.m.  Perhaps the timer 
needs to be checked; who is going to the dog park at that time?  Mr. Lapreay said that in the summer the 
lights are on until around 10:30 p.m. there and also at the tennis courts.  They are being used.  When there 
is less usage (probably November) they are off around 9:00 p.m. 
 
2. Aron Zamfino re Eagle Scout Project at Dog Park. Mr. Zamfino is a life scout with Troop 33 and would 
like to put in an obstacle course for dogs at the dog park.  He handed out copies of sample courses he 
found online to the commissioners.  They would be maintenance free and would be cemented into the 
ground.  Around each obstacle would be river stone.  Everything would be stained and built by the boy 
scouts.  He would need to get troop approval before starting; hopes for springtime.  He expects it to take 
250 hours to put everything together and install it.  Discussion followed on how many obstacles he 
contemplated and if they would be close to each other so as to leave open area.  The board asked Mr. 
Zamfino to come back with a realistic drawing such as a map of the actual dog park area with the 
obstacles superimposed on it.  It was suggested that he check the Meriden police facility dog park to see 
what obstacles they have. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS:  None. 
 
DIRECTOR OF RECREATION REPORT:  
Mr. Lapreay reported that fall programs are going well.  Mens and womens softball started.  No issues 
with the bats.  Registration dates have been set for youth basketball (October 14, 16 and 18), and youth 
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wrestling on October 20 and 24.  Middle School dances will be held every other month starting in 
October.  The Y is still going every Friday with their program.  The gym will be closed part way so the 
kids can play basketball on one side.  We’ll see how it goes.  If popular we can add more dates. 
 
DEEP fish attractors were placed two weeks ago.  There are eight with about 35-40 feet between them.  
They are labeled with pink ribbon on the trees.  Mr. Lapreay will put a note about it in the kiosk.  Bow 
hunting began September 15 and ends December 31, Monday through Saturday, no Sundays.  Twelve per 
day are allowed.  Permits can be obtained through the department.  No deer yet. 
 
Field lighting:  Mr. Lapreay had a couple more meetings.  We will go with soccer first.  There is some 
money in the budget for this year.  He and Mark Sciota are working on a Request for Proposals (RFP) and 
Scope of Work for the project.  It will go out soon with three weeks to receive bids.  The RFP will be for 
both the lighting and the electrical work that needs to be done so it will be a full turnkey price. 
 
The soccer club had elections last Thursday.  Ans Swanson has been doing this for 40 years and she 
decided not to run.  They elected a new president (Walter Swanson).  Mr. Lapreay wanted to give a shout 
out to Ans for putting in a lot of time and energy in the program.  She will be recognized tomorrow night 
during half time at the soccer field. 
 
Motion was made by Commissioner Romano, seconded by Commissioner Meccariello, to accept the 
report of the Director of Recreation.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF PARKS REPORT: 
Mr. Manware reported that preparations for the Apple Harvest Festival are in full bloom.  The crew took 
care of numerous tripping hazards on the Green and on Apple Alley.  Also Riccio Way power pedestal 
was worked on with the Highway Department.  A few benches were removed and tree trimming was 
done.  Involvement has been pretty heavy. 
 
Commissioner Kanute asked about the tents on the Green.  He thinks there are at least seven more than 
previously.  You can’t read the community sign because tents are in front of it.  He asked who approved 
all the tents.  He said the Park Board used to vote on how many tents are allowed.  Mr. Lapreay said there 
is a Supervisory Committee for the festival.  He is a member and will bring it up at the next meeting.  
 
Mr. Manware said they are in the process of ordering two trucks.  We are “demo”ing equipment.  Work 
on the linear trail was started.  The Chamber of Commerce wants to put two kiosks with maps showing 
which businesses are off that street, similar to what Cheshire has.  We will build them but the Chamber is 
paying for materials.  Commissioner Romano said this topic did go through the Council while he was on 
it.  The map at the end of the trail was closely scrutinized so that it would be generic and not marketing 
any particular businesses.  It is nice.  Commissioner Meccariello said he doesn’t want to see “sponsored 
by” anyone on the sign. 
 
Mr. Manware said the annual flowers are still going and some mums were planted to keep bright color.  
Renovations at the Recreation tennis courts will begin October 6; we will close the courts for the work.  It 
will probably take a week.  We will have a sign up and also put it on the website.  Two weeks ago we had 
our turn at grooming the turf field.  Pool winterization is complete as can be until we shut the water off.  
Repair that was done to Rec Pool will need to be redone.  It is in the budget.  It is expected to cost about 
$40,000.  The pool was built in the early nineties. 
 
In September extensive trim work was done in the open spaces on Washington Drive and Undermountain 
Crossing.  It was very overgrown.  We recently replaced three lights that were out at the dog park and two 
safety floods on CL&P poles.  Mr. Lapreay noted that the fireworks display on Saturday is at the dog park 
so the facility will be closed on October 4.  Rain date for the fireworks is the following Saturday. 



10-1-14 Park Board Minutes  page 3 

 

 
Commissioners were given a handout prepared by the TO Design Group for their review.  It is broken 
down into three different parks and three different cost estimates with three different plans.  
Commissioner Romano said Mr. Manware, Mr. Lapreay and Mr. Wlodkowski worked with him and got 
the preliminary design down to what was in the handout.  Commissioners were asked to take the plans 
home, review them so that they can be discussed in approximately two weeks.  Everyone would check 
their calendars and email their availability.  Mr. Lapreay reminded everyone that this is a 4-5 year plan 
that will be done in phases.  The priorities are the pool area, rest rooms and mechanicals at Memorial.  It 
needs to be done quickly so the pool can open next June.  Commissioner Kanute said there may be a 
relocation of football - they may move out of Memorial so to keep that in mind.  He had a meeting with 
the two groups.  There is more than enough space in Rec Park to move there.  Commissioner Romano 
said this is conceptual.  It will have to go before the Town Council.  By then we will know more about 
football plans.  We can revisit all the items once it gets to referendum.  Mr. Lapreay reminded everyone 
of the plan: first is Memorial Park, then Recreation Park and finally Panthorn Park.  Commissioner 
Romano thanked Steve Wlodkowski for all his work on this.  He was blown away at the attention to 
detail.  Kudos to all three, Steve, Mike Manware and Dave Lapreay. 
 
Mr. Wlodkowski asked if he could make a couple of comments.  He said there is some money now in this 
budget for the initial startup (Phase 1) to improve the filtration part at Memorial to make it ADA 
accessible and do the splash pad.  Also bring the playground out of the dark corner.  He looks forward to 
the board’s input.  Memorial needs a facelift.  If football moves out, it can help the lacrosse league.  Key 
for Phase 1 is the area for the pool.  We will have to get construction drawings and will have to go out to 
bid. 
 
Commissioner Kanute made a motion to accept the report of the Assistant Superintendent of Parks.  
Seconded by Commissioner Meccariello and carried unanimously.   
 
REPORT ON PARKS:  Memorial Park.  Commissioner Romano reported that the dugouts were 
vandalized with paint.  The equipment trailer and concession stand were also painted.  At some point we 
should think about putting cameras in the parks in the future.  They are much more reasonable now.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  
 
1. Designation of “Tobacco Free” Public Areas in Parks.  The subcommittee will get together, review 
input and start to work on a proposal taking into consideration all the information. 
 
2. Promotion of Southington Parks and Open Space.  The subcommittee will also talk about this. 

 
3. Chapter 312 of the Town Charter.  Commissioner Meccariello said it makes sense that if we propose a 
plan regarding smoking in the parks we should also suggest or propose some Charter changes because it 
would fit in certain sections of the Charter.  It will be discussed at the same committee meeting. 
 
4. Skate Park Request.  Mr. Kleszcz did go to the Council meeting about his request.  Council Chairman  
Riccio called Chairman Fasulo about it.  Commissioner Kanute said he went to the Bristol skate park that 
Mr. Kleszcz spoke about.  They did a lot with stairs and metal rails.  We could work with elevation 
changes naturally.  The kids he brought, aged 5 to 10, really enjoyed it.  Mr. Lapreay said the YMCA 
wants to donate all their skate park equipment to us. They want to use that area for other programs.  
Commissioner Romano made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Kanute, to go forward and accept the 
equipment from the YMCA.  Motion carried. 
 
5. Football Leagues.  Commissioner Kanute had a good discussion with 6 individuals (3 from each 
league).  They do intend to incorporate the leagues.  Part will remain travel based and the other will 
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remain in-town league.  The in-town league was hurting.  If we work together we can turn out more kids 
and advertise.  The Heads Up program is teaching kids how to play football and not get hurt.  Each team 
has two coaches who are totally certified.  The agreement is that we will attempt to do both groups if they 
have enough.  They need to finish up the proposals and bring it back to their boards.  Flag may practice at 
Memorial. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
1. Eagle Scout Project at Dog Park.  Commissioner Kanute made a motion, seconded by Commissioner 
Romano, to support the project discussed earlier with the stipulation that we have to approve the final 
plan.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Commissioner Romano made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner 
Meccariello and carried unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 7:28 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


